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Discovered by Columbus in 1498, its name is obviously
Spanish, and the capital is Port of Spain. Both Trinidad
and Tobago have a chequered history. Each was settled in
turn by Spanish, English, Dutch and French, and all the
colonists had to contend with the fierce Carib inhabitants,
especially in Tobago. Trinidad was conquered in 1797 and
finally ceded to the British Crown in 1802. Tobago, after
being colonized by English, Dutch and French, was ceded
by France to Great Britain in 1763, captured by France again
in 1781, recaptured by a British force in 1793, restored to
France, and finally ceded to the British Crown in perpetuity
in 1814.
Trinidad lies nearest to the mainland of South America,
being about 16 miles eastward of Venezuela, and it is about
50 miles long by 38 miles in average breadth, Tobago (21
miles north-east of Trinidad) being 26 miles long by 7! miles
at its greatest breadth. The population of both islands is
over 400,000, of whom some 25,000 reside in Tobago. In
addition to Port of Spam, with a population of 70,000, the
principal towns are San Fernando, Mucurapo, Tunapuna,
Princes Town, and Arima; and in Tobago, Scarborough. The
climate of Trinidad is tropical and is divided into a dry
(January-May) and wet season (June-December). That of
Tobago is very healthy, and it has been called the "negroes'
paradise."
From the economic point of view, Trinidad is more stable
than many of the West Indies, because of its varied range
of products, agricultural and mineral, and possibly also its
proximity to the mainland- The Colony has also a greater
racial admixture than the other islands, there being a larger
proportion of persons of European, South American and
East Indian birth or extraction.
Perhaps Trinidad's most valuable single asset is the famous
natural pitch lake, and it has also large oilfields, being the